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Dear Geoffrey,  

 

Thank you for your email dated 2 March 2017, on behalf of yourself, Charlotte Leslie 

and Nick Herbert, about the Petroleum Licensing Regulations 2016. 

 

The Onshore Hydraulic Fracturing (Protected Areas) Regulations 2016 (“sub-surface 

regulations”) ensure that the process of hydraulic fracturing cannot take place at depths 

above 1,200 metres below the ground in National Parks, the Broads, Areas of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty, World Heritage Sites and areas that are most vulnerable to 

groundwater pollution.  The Petroleum Licensing (Exploration and Production 

(Landward Areas) (Amendment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (“surface 

regulations”) that were recently debated prohibit the carrying out of hydraulic fracturing 

from well pads located in the areas covered by the sub-surface regulations, as well as 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Ramsar and Natura 2000 sites.  The protection 

afforded by the surface regulations is in addition to that in the sub-surface regulations. 

 

Rather than enabling hydraulic fracturing operations in protected areas, these regulations 

introduce additional protections to our most sensitive areas and complement the strong 

protections already provided by the regulatory and planning system.  A company looking 

to develop shale will still need to obtain all the necessary permissions, like planning and 

environmental permits, and any proposals will necessarily be subject to further detailed 

consideration and scrutiny under our legal and regulatory regimes. 

 

Hydraulic fracturing is defined by the volumes of water used during operations.  The 

reason for setting any threshold in our regulations is to ensure that well stimulation 

techniques used in conventional oil and gas operations, which fracture using lower 

volumes of fluid, are not inadvertently impacted.   
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These smaller types of operations have been used for decades onshore and are not what 

most people generally understand by ‘fracking’.  Instead we recognise public concerns 

relate to hydraulic fracturing which uses much larger volumes of fluid, which is why the 

definitions relevant to these regulations relate to high volume hydraulic fracturing.  This 

is consistent with the approach taken by the European Commission. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 
 

 

JESSE NORMAN MP 

Minister for Industry and Energy 


