








Picture courtesy of Mike Webster

Princess

Royal Hospital
under threat

Nick Herbert has joined forces
with fellow West Sussex MPs to
lead a campaign against the
closure or downgrading of the
Princess Royal Hospital.

In a bid to save money, 500 jobs are
being cut in the

Sign the petitio

overleaf...

rally in Haywards Heath in October,
and over 45,000 have signed a
petition in support of the PRH.

Nick believes that people need
healthcare facilities to be within reach,
especially the elderly who find it

difficult to travel.
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Now far more
drastic plans are being considered,
which could see the hospital losing its
Accident and Emergency services and
maternity services altogether.

Nick Herbert is strongly backing
the local community in opposing these
plans. 7,500 people protested at a

January, with final
decisions being taken a few months later.
So if you haven't already, please sign the
petition to support your local hospital.

Support the
Princess Royal
Sign the petition overleaf...

Nick is supporting all of the acute hospitals in West Sussex - St Richard’s in
Chichester, Worthing & Southlands, and the Princess Royal at Haywards Heath
- because they all serve his constituents and they are all under threat. If you
would like to be sent a petition form to support one of the other hospitals,

please contact Nick’s office.
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Nick Herbert says:

© While the Strategic Health
Authority is running a public
consultation exercise, its
Board papers reveal that it
has been studying options
for downgrading local
hospitals since the
beginning of the year.

© Local health authorities have
gone through repeated and
disruptive re-organisations,
costing millions of pounds.

@ Most of the NHS deficits are
in the South of England,
suggesting that while the
NHS now receives three times
more cash than a decade ago,
the resources have been
unevenly distributed.

© Access to the Royal Sussex
County in Brighton would be
on congested roads and
travel times would be far
greater.

© The local population is
growing. It makes little
sense to downgrade local
hospitals at the same time
as building 58,000 new
houses in West Sussex.
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services at the Princess Royal.

NHS trusts in West Sussex are millions
of pounds in the red and have been
ordered to cut costs.

The local Primary Care Trust and Strategic
Health Authority are now considering drastic
options, including the downgrading of the
Princess Royal Hospital at Haywards Heath.

The Princess Royal has already lost emergency
trauma cases to the Royal Sussex County
Hospital in Brighton.

325 jobs have been cut, and the Ardingly and
Cuckfield wards are earmarked for closure.

Now we could lose major services at the Princess
Royal altogether.

@ A&E might only be open during
the daytime for minor injuries.

@ All serious A&E cases might have
to go to Brighton.

@ The maternity unit could be
transferred to Worthing.

Only last year the Best Care Best Place
consultation said that there was "no threat to
A&E at the Princess Royal".

The Health Minister said: "There is no question
of A&E services being downgraded or becoming
a minor injuries unit. That is not going to happen.”

Yet, only months later, we learn that this is being
considered.

As your local MP, | am determined to fight to
retain services at the Princess Royal.

Please sign our petition to support your
local hospital.
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Nick Herbert MP

PLEASE SEND TO:

Support the Princess Royal
Hospital Campaign

c/o Nick Herbert MP

House of Commons

London SW1A OAA

To: The South East Coast
Strategic Health Authority

Last year Ministers and health
officials promised that the
Princess Royal wouldn’t be
further downgraded. We call
upon you to keep your word.

Signature:

Name (please print)2

Address: (options)

Postecode: . .

Signature:

Name (please printjt

Address: opona

Signature:

Name (plesse print):

Address:(Opona)

Signature:

Name (please print}t

Address: optiona)

Postcode: _ .. __ . . ___.

Signature:

Name (please prnt)s

Address: omona;

Postcode: . . . .

or fill in the online petition on the campaign website: VWWW.SUP PO rtprh.com




Log onto Nick’s website www.nickherbert.com

A week in the life
of your MP...

Nick Herbert works in London
from Monday to Thursday when
the House of Commons is
sitting, representing
constituents’ interests and
concerns, considering new laws,
and asking government
ministers questions about
current issues.

Usually only a small amount of an
MP’s day is spent in the Commons
chamber. Most of Nick’s work is
done in his office, in meetings and
in Parliamentary Committees.

Nick has received around 3,500
letters and 2,700 e-mails from
individual constituents since he was
elected last year, as well as
thousands more postcards and
petition forms relating to local and
national campaigns.

The last votes in the Commons are
at 10 pm on Mondays and Tuesdays,
7 pm on Wednesdays and 6 pm on
Thursdays. The House sometimes
sits on Fridays, too.

On Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays
Nick is in his constituency, where he
holds “surgeries” to help people with
their problems, attends functions,
visits schools and businesses, and
generally tries to meet as many
people as possible.

Printed on paper containing fibre sourced
from fully sustainable managed forests.

MP secures
action on
train horn
noise

Many local residents have
complained to Nick Herbert about
new train horns, which are
extremely loud and disturb
people’s quiet enjoyment in their
homes.

Nick has taken up the issue with
Network Rail and Southern Railways,
and one whistle board on the Arun line
has already been removed.

Nick has also met the Rail Minister
to discuss the issue. The Minister said
that he sympathised with residents’
concerns and would ask the rail
industry to bring forward solutions.
These include reducing the volume of
horns and reviewing the need for
sounding them so frequently.

Nick said: “I am working with other
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TRAIN HORNS | Nick speaks out

MPs to keep up the pressure, and we
are slowly making progress in dealing
with this issue. It’s unnecessary for
horns to be sounded at such volume at
footpath crossings which are hardly
ever used. The risk of public injury is
very low, and signs could provide
adequate warning.”

A new station for Hassocks

Nick Herbert has been working
with the Hassocks Amenity
Association in its campaign to
improve the railway station.

Hassocks stands as a gateway to
the South Downs. Hundreds of
people commute from the station
daily, and it is the 12th busiest in
West Sussex.

But the prefabricated building
desperately needs replacement.

Plans have been drawn up for a new
building, but £22 million is needed
to fund it.

Nick has pressed Network Rail
and the Transport Secretary to
support the plans. He said:
“Hassocks really needs a better
station. I'm doing what | can to
support the campaign so that local
people can have a building to be
proud of”.

How to contact

Nick Herbert vp

Member of Parliament for Arundel & South Downs

WRITE TO:

Nick Herbert MP
House of Commons
London SWTA 0AA

Telephone: 01903 816880
E-mail: nick@nickherbert.com
Website: www.nickherbert.com

Surgeries

Nick holds regular
surgeries in his
constituency.

Please call his office to
find out details of his
next surgery in your
area. Alternatively you
can see a list of
surgeries on his new
website.
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